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SOME COUNTERFEITERS OF PROVINCIAL CURRENCY 
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In May 1735, counterfeited £15-bills of South Carolina, very much 
like the genuine money, were discovered in circulation. A warning 
printed in the newspaper read: 

3 ... the first F in the word FIFTEEN in the true Bills has a 
bigger stroke at the bottom, and in the Margin the turning round 
of the Flower on the back of the F is very regular, but in the 
Counterfeits it is not so but more streight and irregular, likewise 
one part of the heart in the middle of the Line in the true Bills just 
touches the Flourishing work above it, and in the Counterfeits there 
is more distance. It is supposed the General Assembly will order all 
the Fifteen Pounds Bills to be call'd in, in order to stop and prevent 
the further dispersing of those Counterfeits.* 

The surmise of the printer about the calling in of the £15-bills 

- was correct. The General Assembly and Council ordered that, since the 
| current South Carolina bills of £15, £4 and £3 had been counter- 
feited and uttered by “divers Evil-minded Persons,” all notes of these 

denominations were to be not current or legal tender after August 7. 

Before that date, the owners and possessors were to turn them in to the 

commissioners, Charles Pinckney, Othniel Beale, Gabriel Manigault, 

John Champneys and Ropers Sanders, who would meet to receive the 

money on Wednesday and Thursday, June 18 and 19, and on every 

Wednesday and Thursday up to August 7, at the home in Charleston of 

the merchant, Othniel Beale.’ 


The South Carolina Gazette of July 19 revealed the names of two 

of those thought to be responsible for forging the bills: 
Last Week were presented to the Grand Jury at Savannah, Bills 
of Indictment against Thomas Mellichamp and Richard Turner, for 
Counterfeiting current Money Bills of this Province, and issuing the 


1 South-Carolina Gazette, May 17, 1735, p. 2. 

2 Ibid., June 14, 1735, p. 3. Othniel Beale (1688-1773) was born in Marble- 
head in New England. In Charleston he was active in public office, serviny as 
justice of the peace, engineer and commissioner of fortifications, colonel of militic 
and president of the council. A. K. Gregorie (ed.), Records of the Court of Chancery 
of South Carolina 1671-1779, (Washington, D. C. The American Historical Associa- 
tion, 1950), p. 483, note 37. 


[14] 


SOME COUNTERFEITERS OF PROVINCIAL CURRENCY lo 


same knowing them to be Counterfeits: That against Mellichamp 
was returned Ignoramus, the other Billa vera, the Evidence being 
full it’s thought he will be found Guilty by the Petty Jury, as a 
Cheat; upon the Evidence it appeared, That Turner was directed by 
old Mr. Mellichamp to make such a Press as he had in his Island, 
that Turner did make such another, that he was privy to all the 

Steps taken by him in stamping the said Bills: His two Servants 

were Evidences against him, who were Witnesses to the several 

Actions of Mellichamp and their Master. 

The day before the appearance of the notice, Governor Thomas 
Broughton issued a proclamation informing the public that the £10- 
bills of the province had also been counterfeited, and calling in all money 
of that denomination before September 18, after which date the bills in 
question were no longer to be of any value.* 


Although the advertisement of the commissioners had been printed 
for six consecutive weeks, not half of the £15-, £4- and £3-bills in 
circulation had been turned in, so the commissioners (J. Hammerton 
also appears as one) on July 26 announced that they would sit to receive 
bills every day except Sunday up to August 7, and after that date would 
meet at Mr. Beale’s to receive the £10-bills each day except Sunday up 
to September 20, after which the £10-notes would no longer be a tender 
in law.* 

Some person in Savannah, using the fictitious name of “Timothy 
Telltruth,” on July 20 sent to the printer of the South-Carolina Gazette 
the following: 

On Saturday the 12th Instant the Bayliffs and Recorder of this 

Town being met at Quarterly Town-Court, held for this Province, 

William * Mellichamp and Richard Turner were indicted for Com- 

bining and Confederating with divers ill-minded Persons to counter- 

feit sundry Money Bills, being the Currency of South-Carolina, also 
for uttering sundry of the like Bills, knowing the same to be counter- 
feit, and thereby endeavouring to cheat divers of his Majesty's 

Subjects, and also for making a Press and other Utensils for Counter- 


3 South-Carclina Gazette, July 26, 1735, p. 2. 

4 Ibid., July 26, 1735, p. 8. 

5 Should the name have been “Thomas”? There was a William Mellichamp 
who had been in Georgia but was in Portsmouth, England, on September 8, 1735, 
on which day he wrote to the Board of Trustees for Establishing the Colony of 
Georgia. In his letter he referred to “the ill natur’d aspersion” which had been 
thrown on his whole family since he left America and to “the scandal” which might 
have lessened him and his sons in the esteem of the board. The Colonial Records 
of the State of Georgia (Atlanta, 1910), XXI, 5. ‘ 
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feiting, the better to accomplish such Designs, all which doings were 
said to be done with an evil Intent, and contrary, &c. The said 
Mellichamp being not to be found, they proceeded to the Trial of 
Turner: This Crime being in its Consequence injurious as well to 
the Province of South-Carolina, as our selves, the Bayliffs resolved 
to desire Mr. Abercromby, Attorney-General of South-Carolina, who 
is retained as Council for the Trustees within that Province, to be 
present at the Trial, which was not till Monday the 14th, when the 
Petit-Jury found him guilty of making Utensils for Counterfeiting, 
as laid in the Indictment, and acquitted him of the rest, upon this 
the Bayliffs and Recorder proceeded to judgment, and it being a 
Misdemeanor of a very high Nature, fined him 200 1. Sterling, and 
committed him to Goal till his Fine is paid, or further Order from 
the Trustees. . . .° 


The next development in the affair was reported in the South-Caro- 
lina Gazette of August 23: 

On Monday last Oth. Beale Esq; one of the Commissioners ap- 
pointed by Law for reprinting, signing and exchanging the current 
Paper Bills of Credit of this Province, having received Information 
from a Gentleman in the Country, that there was a Box containing 
a great Number of counterfeit Bills in Capt. Sam: Underwood's 
Barn on Wadmellaw Island, and that Thomas Mellichamp and one 
Morgan had uttered and paid away several of the said Bills in that 
Neighbourhood; William Hamilton Constable was sent away on 
Tuesday, with an Order from His Honour the Lt. Governor and 
Council, to search after and seize the said Box; and a Warrant from 
Tho: Dale Esq; one of his Majesty’s Justices of the Peace, to appre- 
hend the said Tho: Mellichamp: Being arrived at the said Under- 
woods and going privately up to the Barn, he there found the said 
Mellichamp and Morgan cutting and hammering of Brass, upon 
their discovering Hamilton, Mellichamp immediately fled, but being 
pursued by some of the Company was knock’d down and taken in 

‘ the Corn-field, Morgan likewise endeavoured to escape but was pre-- 
_ vented by the Constable; they had a loaded Musket beside ’em, but 
being so unexpectedly surprized, they had no Opportunity of mak- 

ing use of it. In the said Barn were found a Rowler and Press, and 

in the House a Box containing several Instruments and Utensils be- 

longing to Engravers and Rowling-press Printers, together with one 

or more Plates engraven in Imitation of the Twelve Pounds ten 

shilling Orders of this Province, with Plates for the Three Pound 


® South Carolina Gazette, Aug. 2, 1735, p. 2. 
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and One Pound Bills of Currency, and several other things. The 

Constable likewise found in Mellichamp’s Pocket book several Coun- 

terfeits of the Twelve Pound ten shilling Orders, some signed, others 

not, together with three One Pound Bills signed, and one Six Pound 
five shillings Order. 

Having thus seized the several Men and Things before men- 
tioned, he brought them all down to Charlestown, on Wednesday 
night last, where having made Affidavit of what he had done and 
discovered before the above mentioned Magistrate, the said Thomas 
Mellichamp and Joshua Morgan were by him committed to Goal, 
in order to be tried at the ensuing Sessions. The said Thomas Melli- 
champ was at the same time committed by Mr. Justice Lamboll for 
the same Crime, on the Information of the Magistrates of Georgia. 
Mellichamp was housed in the common jail of Charleston. The 

turnkey was Thomas Gallway, who, at the orders of the Provost Marshal, 
Robert Hall, put both fetters and handcuffs on Mellichamp. Some 
persons complained of such harsh treatment of the prisoner, whereupon 
Mr. Hall had the handcuffs removed but asked Mr. Charles Pinckney 
how he should confine Mellichamp. Pinckney replied that the law re- 
quired him to “keep his prisoners safely” and added that, “as Mellichamp 
was charged with having been guilty of a very hainous Felony tending 
to the injury of every Man in the Province, it behoved him to take 
particular Care to prevent his Escape.” Hall said he would run no risks 
and would have the handcuffs put on again. Later the Provost Marshal 
again visited Mr. Pinckney, informing him that as the Sessions ap- 
proached, his prisoners grew so turbulent that he apprehended it would 
be difficult to keep them without having a watch set over the jail at 
night, and that he would immediately apply for one to the commanding 
officer in the town. 

Mr. Hall promptly made such application to the Honorable Joseph 
Wragg, Esq., who replied by letter that the Captain of the Town Watch 
said he had so few guards that he could not station a sentry at the prison 
and could only order the rounds that way every hour. Wragg therefore 
advised the Provost Marshal to hire two guards to keep watch under 
arms at night in case he feared that a jail break might be attempted. 

There was indeed, cause for apprehension. On Friday, September 
19, Turnkey Gallway reported to Mr. Hall his fears that Mellichamp and 
the other felons intended to make an escape, “for that there having been 
some Persons, who the Night before had given a knock against the end 
of the House under the Criminal Room Window, which this Deponent 
[Gallway] apprehended to be a Signal,..a*Pillow-bere tied to a String 
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having been thereupon immediately let down out of the Window, and 
on this Deponent’s going out to the end of the House he saw two Men 
standing, who on sight of this Deponent instantly ran away.” 

Gallway, on Mr. Hall’s orders, tried in vain to hire persons to keep 
watch and even went a second time to beg the Captain of the Watch to 
send a sentry to the jail. The turnkey’s fears were well founded, for on 
Sunday, September 21, between ten and eleven o'clock at night, Melli- 
champ and three other prisoners attacked Thomas Gallway. Three 
persons who dwelt near the jail gave accounts of the affair: one, Joseph 
Fidler, an upholsterer, was sitting up in his house near the prison when 
he heard the jailer’s wife cry out that the prisoners were murdering her 
husband. Fidler ran to the jail, where he picked up a musket which he 
saw standing in the entry below stairs. With this weapon he rushed up 
the stairs, when he “heard a great knocking at the Stair head-door.” He 
asked who was making the noise, to which question someone on the 
other side replied that it was Thomas Mellichamp. Fidler told him he 
could not come down that way, whereupon Mellichamp at once went 
to a window, broke the bars and in company with three other prisoners 
jumped out. Fidler ran down the stairs and out into the garden, where 
he took aim at Mellichamp and tried to fire, but the gun would not go 
off. At this Mellichamp broke through the garden paling and escaped. 

Two other neighbors, Lawrence Mckoy, a vintner, whose house was 
next to the jail, and Childermas Croft, whose residence was next but 
one to the jail, both ran to the scene, arriving shortly after Fidler. Both 
had been abed, and Mckoy heard Tumkey Gallway cry out “help Neigh- 
bours, for Godsake help! the Prisoners are risen, and are murdering me!” 
Mckcy sent his maid to inform Mr. Hall of what was happening, while 
he himself hastened to the jail. His maid’s shouts that the prisoners 
were murdering the jailer caused Croft to spring from his bed and 
hurry to the jail. Croft, Mckoy and Fidler all testified under oath that a 
few minutes after their arrival, Provost Marshal Hall appeared at the 
prison “in his gown and shoes slip’d, without stocking, and a Sword in 
his Hand.” 7 

As Thomas Mellichamp and Joshua Morgan had been counterfeit- 
ing on the premises of Captain Samuel Underwood when they were 
arrested, Underwood also was taken into custody. He was released on 
bail, but on October 16 appeared before the General Sessions of the 
Peace in Charleston, and was committed to jail on suspicion, since the 
commissioners for restamping the paper bills of credit had received 


7 These accounts of Mellichamp’s escape are in the South-Carolina Gazette of 
October 11, 1785, pp. 1-2. 
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several informations and evidences that he had been aiding Mellichamp 
and Morgan in counterfeiting bills.® 

Morgan was tried at the same sessions on one indictment, but, 
though the evidence was considered very full, the petit jury found him 
not guilty. At this the Counsel for the King postponed action on two 
other indictments against him until the next sessions, in the hope that 
another jury might find the evidence sufficient to convict him.*® There 
appears to be no record of his trial at a later date and it is not improb- 
able that he turned King’s evidence against Thomas Mellichamp. 

Soon Mellichamp was again in the clutches of the law when several 
Swiss were paid £175 by order of two members of Council “for bring- 
ing down Mellichamp.” ?° About four o’clock on the afternoon of March 
12, 1736, the prisoner was brought to the bar at the Court of General 
Sessions for South Carolina. Constable William Hamilton had, by direc- 
tion of the commissioners for exchanging the current bills of credit, 
served subpgenas on witnesses to appear against Mellichamp." A bill 
of indictment against him for counterfeiting and passing the South Caro- 
lina bills was read. When he was asked to plead thereto, he first begged 

-the court for a copy of the indictment and an hour’s time to see if he 
could “find something therein to quash it.” This favor was granted, and, 
at the insistence of the court, he selected as his attorneys Mr. Rutledge 
and Mr. Lewis. Then he pleaded not guilty. The grand jury had found 
another billa vera against him for forging 20-shilling South Carolina 
bills, and, after he had pleaded innocent to this also, he was ordered 
back into custody until nine o’clock the next morning, when he was to 
stand trial.1* He was tried and convicted }* but probably got off with a 
fine and perhaps a short term in jail. By June the Assembly passed an 
act for emitting money to exchange the bills of credit and “making 
them less subject to be Counterfeited.” ™* 

By the end of July news had come from Charleston that Thomas 
Mellichamp was coming to Savannah, where a reward of £10 was 
offered for his detection. A grand jury in that city had found an indict- 


8 South-Carolina Gazette, Oct. 18, 1735, p. 3. 

'7ou1., Oct. 25, 17335, 0, =: 

10 J. H. Easterby (ed.), The Colonial Records of South Carolina: The Journal 
of the House of Assembly, November 10, 1736—June 7, 1739 (Columbia: The 
Historical Commission of South Carolina, 1951), p. 203. 

11 Ibid., p. 635. 

12 South-Carolina Gazette, March 20, 1736, p. 2. 

43: Ibid., Aug. £1; F786; p.: 3: 

14 Thid., June 5, 1736, p. 1. 
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Apprehension that Turner would not return was erroneous, for 
Colonel Stephens noted on January 11, 1788, “Richard Turner the Car- 
penter, who fled lately from Justice . . . appearing now again publickly, 
in open Contempt of all Authority. The Magistrates, in Pursuance of the 
Execution granted against him, committed him to Prison.” 22 


22 Ibid., 66. 
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at their desire conveyed them to his Lodging, where they were bedded 
in publick, and the five pounds paid and Accepted of.” The authorities 
heard of the matter, and a grand jury found a misdemeanor against 
Watkins and Langford. Watkins was whipped and jailed for want of 
surety, and Langford was bound over to good behavior. The woman 
was charged with bigamy and jailed.?° 
Turner escaped trouble on this score but on October 16 of the next 
year he was ordered not to depart the colony because of a debt.?? The 
journal of Colonel William Stephens, secretary to the trustees of Georgia, 
contains two entries concerned with Turner. The first, dated Thursday, 
December 29, 1787, reads: 
Upon a little Conference with the Magistrates this Forenoon, 
I was told another notorious Defect in the Course’ of Justice, which 
happened a few Days since, An Execution under the Town Seal 
was granted against one Turner, a Carpenter, for Payment of a just 
Debt of 5 or 6 1. and put into the Hands of a proper Tything-man 
to serve: When the Tything-man went to make Distress, Turner and 
his Wife used him very roughly, shuffled away betwixt them what 
Goods were of most Value, and sent him off not without some Blows 
in the Contention; whereupon he complained to the Magistrates, 
and they granted a Warrant immediately to apprehend Turner, and 
bring him before them to answer, &c. but he getting Notice some- 
how or other of it, lay concealed in the House of one Scot a Gun- 
smith, and a notorious Dealer in Spirits; who with other Help, took 
a fit opportunity to carry him off in a Boat: Mr. Christie, the Re- 
corder, being accidentally at the same Time near the Guard-House, 
and seeing the Boat going off with Turner in it, ordered the Centinel 
to fire his Piece (a signal for his Officer to come as customary) and 
to hale the Boat to come ashore, threatening to fire at them if they 
did not: But they in the Boat called to him in Derision, bidding 
them fire, or what else they pleased; and kept on their Way till 
they were soon out of Reach. This Turner also lies under a heavy 
Fine to the Trust, being formerly found guilty of aiding Mellichamp 
in forging Currency Notes; which in Mercy was never yet levied 
upon him; and owing many other small Sums, it is apprehended he 
will not return again, but take Example of other Runaways lately 
gone the same Way.?! 


30 Ibid., XXI, 57. 
20 Tbid., 252. 
21 Ibid., IV, 58-59. 
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ment against him for forgery and he had been convicted.** The reward 
of £10 brought quick results, for on August 4, Mellichamp was arrested 
at Savannah, “together with a Gang of Men of very vile Characters, 
upon some of whom stolen Goods were taken.” Mellichamp was com- 
mitted to jail. His family and mother, being concerned in the doings 
of the gang and in conveying away goods, were expelled from Georgia."* 

By October 14, Mellichamp was no longer in custody in Savannah. 
Perhaps, like his family, he had been expelled from the colony or he 
may have made his escape. In any event, when some rogues had been 
pursued and captured, it was ordered by the magistrates on the morn- 
ing of October 14, 1736, that William Gough take them “to the house 
[in Savannah] where Tom Mellichamp lately had been a prisoner, his 
chains still remaining on the premises,” and there to chain and fetter 
them.’? With this notice Mellichamp disappears from the records of the 
day. 

Thomas Mellichamp—unless he was another man of the same name 
—had an influential connection in England, a brother, the Reverend 
Elisha Mellichamp, who in 1734 contributed £12 for the establishment 
of the Colony of Georgia, and whose letter, requesting that two servants 
be sent to his brother Thomas in Georgia, was read before the Palace 
Court on April 16, 1735.18 


Mellichamp’s associate, Richard Turner, was soon released from 
jail and was probably at his home when some of his friends got into 
trouble there. One William Watkins of Abercorn had married the widow 
of James Willoughby and then, when she was already with child by 
him, discovered that his own wife was alive in England. Thereupon he 
got the woman married to a certain Richard Mellichamp but apparently 
continued to associate with her himself. At some time before November 
20, 1735, Watkins and the woman were one night at Richard Tumer’s, 
when her new husband, Richard Mellichamp, came and desired her to 
go home. She was unwilling, and Mellichamp, exasperated, said he » 
would sell her “for a Groat at any time.” One of the company then bid 
a shilling for her and she was finally sold for £5 sterling. Mellichamp 
said that he was satisfied, and the woman “declared she would go with 
the buyer and behaved Immodestly. One Langford then in Company 


15 Ibid., Aug. 7, 1736, p. 2. 

16 Tbid., Aug. 21, 1786, p. 3. 

17 The Colonial Records of the State of Georgia, XXI, 253-254. 
18 Tbid., III, 71 and II, 75. 


